
  

  

   

Tuesday 21st December 2021  

Dear  

Welcome to our bumper Christmas newsletter.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our sponsors and 

members for supporting the Partnership over the past turbulant twelve 

months.  Your support is very much appreciated, and we look forward to 

continuing to support you in the coming year.  We would like to wish you 

all a safe and happy Christmas.  

Please note our office will be closed from 5pm on 23rd December and will 

re-open again at 9am Tuesday 4th January 2022.  For emergencies 

please call tel: 07973 308121. 

With thanks and best wishes. 

Ian Viles, Chief Executive and all the staff.  

A message from Bev Crighton, Chair, EPL 

“On behalf of the Board of Directors I would like to wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  It’s been another tough 

year for us all, and we are grateful to you all for your loyalty to the 

Partnership. We hope to be able to run some face-to-face events in the 

New Year and look forward to seeing you all very soon”. 

 



 

 

EPL Support 

If you require business support, grant advice or guidance please do not 

hesitate to get in touch via email: help@erewash-partnership.com 

If you have a good news story or offer you would like to share and 

promote with fellow members please do get in touch.  Likewise, if you 

would like to feature in our new ‘Sponsor Spotlight’ section please 

contact Lottie.  

   

 

Making it easier for you to find each other 

 

As part of our ongoing efforts to increase opportunities within our 

network, we have been improving the Members' Directory on the website 

to allow more ways of finding businesses, that may be of benefit to you. 

So far, we have added an enhanced organic search area and we are also 

in the process of preparing a services-based tag cloud feature. Our plan 

is to put this live in the New Year and we need your input to help realise 

its potential. 

What we need from you is between three and five core services, your 

business can provide. For example: If you are a solicitor you might use 

'Employment Law, Wills and Probate, Conveyancing, Planning Law, 

Personal Injury'. Try to keep the service terms short, simple, and 

restricted to letters and numbers, avoiding special characters and 

punctuation marks.    

mailto:help@erewash-partnership.com
mailto:lottie@erewash-partnership.com


Please send an email entitled 'Members Directory Services' (along with 

your company name) containing your chosen service terms 

to help@erewash-partnership.com  

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/business-

network/members-directory/  

 

 

FREE support for business start-ups at 

Erewash Partnership Ltd 

 

If you are thinking of starting a new business venture, we can provide 

information and advice on every aspect of running a business, including 

business start-up, survival, virtual office solutions, success and growth. 

Is Self-Employment for you? – Virtual Event – Wednesday 26th 

January 2022 

Sign up for our next virtual workshop. 

Join us to consider the benefits of starting your own business. We will 

look at how to develop a clear plan and direction for your business idea 

through effective business planning. Consider how to achieve your goals 

through effective market research and utilising the support available to 

you. 

The workshop is FREE of charge and the link to join the workshop will be 

sent out to those registered. 

Trainer: Kerry Ireland, Business Adviser, EPL 

Book in advance via the link below. Once booked, you will be sent a 

booking confirmation with the event link in.  

mailto:help@erewash-partnership.com
https://www.erewash-partnership.com/business-network/members-directory/
https://www.erewash-partnership.com/business-network/members-directory/


https://www.erewash-partnership.com/business-

network/business-events/  

 

 

COVID 19 Guidance  

UPDATE 21st DECEMBER 2021 

Today (21st December) the Chancellor, Rishi Sunak, has announced £1 

billion in support for businesses most impacted by Omicron across 

the UK. 

Amongst other support, businesses in the hospitality and leisure sectors 

in England will be eligible for one-off grants of up to £6,000 per 

premises, plus more than £100 million discretionary funding will be made 

available for local authorities to support other businesses. Around 

200,000 businesses will be eligible for business grants which will be 

administered by local authorities and will be available in the coming 

weeks. 

We will be in touch as soon as possible with further details and 

information.  You can also keep an eye on our COVID-19 Support for 

Business section on our website for updates.   

 

 
 

EBC Updates 

 

Seeking box office hit! 

A unique opportunity to transform Long Eaton’s town centre Box Office 

building into a thriving arts and culture hub is on offer for commercial 

organisations or individuals. 

Erewash Borough Council has announced it is ‘testing the water’ to find 

possible expressions of interest in running the site as a community 

facility. 
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https://www.erewash-partnership.com/business-network/business-events/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2F1-billion-in-support-for-businesses-most-impacted-by-omicron-across-the-uk&data=04%7C01%7CAlex.Staggs%40beis.gov.uk%7Ceb1ef9b5edcc476b68e308d9c48969df%7Ccbac700502c143ebb497e6492d1b2dd8%7C0%7C0%7C637756916720158029%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2oHpNeVIiAha%2BtRwheUdmJ0wuQS2Zo8yTt3mnVJx4yY%3D&reserved=0
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The move comes after the Long Eaton Town Deal Board won £24.8m of 

funding for Long Eaton for a series of projects to take the town forward 

over the next decade – with the redevelopment of the derelict Box Office 

one of the key ambitions. 

The building stands at the very heart of the town centre overlooking the 

Market Place and the proposal is to revitalise it with a £5.3m 

redevelopment that would then open it up for commercial opportunities 

to be run as a thriving culture and arts venue. 

But first the council says it is crucial to hear from organisations or groups 

on how they would use the redeveloped interior and earn an income from 

it - it could include, for example, a small cinema for independent films, a 

café, performance areas and provide classes and events. 

For further information please follow this link to read the full media 

release.  

 

Bryn takes the lead! 

A new portfolio holder has been appointed to lead Erewash Borough 

Council’s continued drive to boost town centres and work with local 

businesses on breathing new life into the borough’s High Streets. 

Councillor Bryn Lewis will help spearhead moves to capitalise on any 

government town centre funding that may be available and his wider role 

will see him leading on proactive work with licensing enforcement, the 

markets and tourism opportunities – while he will also play a part in the 

heritage and conservation of the town centres. 

One of his many priorities will be to start to move forward on a bid for up 

to £20m of government funding for regeneration projects in Ilkeston as 

part of the national Levelling Up initiative. This follows the government’s 

award of £24.8m of funding for Long Eaton for a series of projects to 

take the town forward over the next decade. 

The full media release can be read here. 

 

COVID 19 Vaccines 

Drop-in clinics for 1st, 2nd & booster #COVID19 vaccinations are running 

in Erewash throughout the festive period, including between Christmas & 

New Year. 

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/seeking-a-box-office-hit/
https://www.erewash-partnership.com/bryn-takes-the-lead/


It’s never too – #GetBoostedNow! 

 

  

 

Direct Education Business Partnership  



 

EPL member DEBP are a charitable company that supports local students 

with employability skills and awareness training. 

DEBP are supporting the year 11 students at Wilsthorpe School with 

some mock interviews spread over 3 days. We welcome employers and 

employees to come and give the students as close to a realistic interview 

experience as possible. 

We have some sample questions for you, however please feel free to use 

your own. 

The aim of the exercise is to get the students ready for an interview 

experience and be able to think on their feet when answering some 

unexpected questions. 

The mock interview will be spread over 3 days 7th and 8th and 9th 

February at various times.   

For further information and to find out how you can support please follow 

this link. Or get in touch with Iain on either 07913122912 

or iain.mcbride@debp.org if you have any questions, would like some 

further information or you are able to support any of the days or part 

days. 

 

 

 

Nexsis Comms Ltd – Keeping it Local 

 

Successfully winning projects throughout the UK, we now employ over 

30 Ilkeston based staff members and using our own in-house 

engineering base and skills, we complete work for companies of all sizes 

ranging from single user to multiple user installations. We specialise in 

the supply & installation of Structured Cabling, Hosted Telephony, Local 

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/member_offers/debp-wilsthorpe-school-mock-interviews/
mailto:iain.mcbride@debp.org


Area Networks, Wifi, Internet and PSTN services, along with security 

products such as CCTV and Door Entry, 

The Pandemic has been a huge burden for many families & businesses 

and helping support the local economy has become an important focus 

for us. 

Working through lockdowns and logistical problems, the pandemic has 

made us all realise the importance of local business. So, our new goal is 

to really focus on building the business up locally. Not only does this 

reduce the travel for our engineers and keep them closer to their families 

but it also means that local business will have expert support & 

engineers right on their doorstep. 

It is also our aim to increase the number of apprentices who work with 

us. It’s a very difficult for young people to get opportunities locally and 

here at Nexsis we want to change that. We currently have 6 apprentices 

on board with us and we plan to rapidly increase our programme, 

something we believe is easily achievable by increasing our customer 

base within Ilkeston. 

There are 1000’s of businesses in Ilkeston and the surrounding towns, all 

needing the services we offer. Yet, most will use companies that are 

based way out of the area. Our aim is to make as many businesses as 

possible aware of us, what we can do for them and bring them on 

board.  When we support local business and reduce travel, we are 

supporting local people and the local economy. So, we look forward to 

2022 and hopefully working with you all. For all enquiries, please call us 

on 0115 8968300.  The full article can be read here on our website.  

 

 

Derby County Community Trust  

Trust Partners Launch 

 

EPL’s newest member, Derby County Community Trust are the charitable 

arm of Derby County Football Club and look to use the power of the 

football club to improve lives and communities through sport, physical 

activity, health and education.  As a charity, they engage with around 

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/nexsis-comms-ltd-keeping-it-local/


25,000 people each year across a range of programmes with the aim of 

supporting good health and wellbeing, developing active communities, 

optimising life chances and building community pride.   

They would like to promote their event being held on 27th January to all 

EPL member businesses.  Their Trust Partners Launch – this is their 

new corporate partnership opportunity for local businesses. As a charity, 

they are looking to forge and foster partnerships with the business 

community to support their income generation of unrestricted funds. This 

will allow them as a charity to continue to help the communities they 

serve.  The launch will introduce businesses to Trust Partners and 

provide them with more information about how they could look to get 

involved in a partnership which supports both the Trust and participants, 

their organisation, their employees and their families. They will have the 

opportunity to hear from some of our current Trust Partners and get an 

understanding of how and why they are involved. 

The registration link for businesses who are interested in attending is 

below:  

Trust Partners Launch | Derby County Community Trust 

 

The Friends of Bennerley Viaduct 

 

The Friends of Bennerley Viaduct thank the Erewash Partnership for 

supporting the project with Railway Paths Ltd to repair and re-open the 

“Iron Giant” for public use and enjoyment. The partnership made every 

effort to help the Friends take on a tenancy at Castledine House and to 

set up an office there.  As members of the Partnership the Friends now 

have access to a wide range of support and new opportunities for inter-

trading and networking with other members. 

Now that this first project nears completion the Partnership is helping the 

Friends to prepare for the future when they will have a bigger role in 

caring for the viaduct and welcoming the many visitors it will attract to 

the area.  The Friends of Bennerley Viaduct are pleased to be working 

https://www.derbycountycommunitytrust.com/fundraising-and-events/events/trust-partners-launch


with an organisation that shares its objective of bringing economic and 

social benefits to communities in Erewash. 

You can catch all their latest news on the redevelopment project via their 

website.  

 
 

D2N2 Business Support Showcase 

 

This event will showcase the extensive business support that the D2N2 

Growth Hub has provided to local businesses and the impact that this 

has had on them. We’ll look ahead to the future of Growth Hub support 

and how you can access this. We will also have a not to be missed 

keynote speech from Sarah Pittendrigh, founder of Simply Bows & Chair 

Covers and a successful entrepreneur. This is a fantastic opportunity for 

you to gain some useful business insight, find out about ongoing support 

and to network.   

Key details are provided below along with the event registration link:  

D2N2 Business Support Showcase 

Date: Wednesday 9th February 

Time: 8.30am – 1.15pm 

Location: Museum of Making, Silk Mill Lane, Derby, DE1 3AF 

Cost: Free 

Click here to find out more and to book your ticket  

https://www.bennerleyviaduct.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/d2n2-business-support-showcase-tickets-213538438217


 
 

 

University of Derby updates 

  

National Apprenticeship Week 2022 

The University of Derby and Buxton and Leek College will be holding a 

series of events throughout National Apprenticeship Week. This annual, 

week-long celebration of apprenticeships, will shine a light on the 

positive differences that apprenticeships can make to individuals, 

employers and to the wider economy. 

You can find out more here. 

Leadership skills for aspiring leaders, graduates, supervisors and 

managers 

Our fully-funded leadership and management programme is designed to 

help small-to-medium sized enterprises develop the skills required to 

move forward with confidence in an ever-changing business 

environment. Participants will identify their unique leadership skills and 

learn how to build resilience in themselves and others, so that they can 

create a positive impact within their organisation. 

https://www.derby.ac.uk/business-services/training-development/apprenticeships/national-apprenticeship-week-2022/?dm_i=H6M,7N2PU,B173V,V4GPZ,1


Register for their January intake.  

 

 
 

 

  

New Members & Renewals 

EPL would like to welcome our newest member and thank those 

members listed below for their continued support, who have recently 

renewed their membership subscriptions.  

New members: 

• Derby County Community Trust 

Member renewals:   

• Azets 

• Moorley’s Print and Publishing Ltd 

• Ready 4 Retail Car Paintwork 

 

Start-up Support at Erewash Partnership Ltd 

 

If you are thinking of starting a new business venture, we can provide 

information and advice on every aspect of running a business, including 

business start-up, survival, virtual office solutions, success and growth. 

https://www.derby.ac.uk/business-services/funding/leadership-and-stem-skills-development-programmes/?dm_i=H6M,7N2PU,B173V,V4GPZ,1


For more information visit https://www.erewash-

partnership.com/startup, call 0115 9468839 or 

email lottie@erewash-partnership.com 

 

 

Testimonials  

EPL are keen to further promote our services and membership offer out 

to businesses across the region, we would welcome any testimonials 

from our current members that we could add to our website. 

Please email them over to:-  

help@erewash-partnership.com 

With thanks. 

 

 

EPL Membership 

To find out more about the benefits of becoming a member of Erewash 

Partnership and what's involved please visit our website 

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/business-

network/become-a-member/ or give us a call on tel: 0115 9468839 

to arrange an appointment to discuss further.  
 

 

          
 

Erewash Partnership Ltd is a not-for-profit Company and Approved Local 

Enterprise Agency. 

Sponsors: AB Components Ltd - Alka IT Services Ltd - Alliance Group Solutions 
-Bly & Son Classic Cars - Colson Transport Ltd - Clegg Group – D & D Security 
(Midlands) Ltd - Derbyshire Constabulary – Derbyshire County Council – EMH 
Homes – Erewash Borough Council - Geldards LLP – G&VA Pitts MOT Station – 

Hello People Solutions - Hodgkinson Brickwork Contractors - Intelligent 
Financial Advice Ltd – Larklands Body & Paint Centre - Market Inn – Morley 

Hayes Hotel Restaurants Golf - Pidcock Motorcycles Ltd - Rayden Engineering 
Ltd - Ready4Retail Car Paintwork – REEM Machine - Ron Brooks Group - Rotary 

Club of Ilkeston – Routen Chaplin - Saint-Gobain PAM UK Ltd -  
TecQuipment Ltd - Trentbarton - Vauxhall Repair Centre 
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mailto:help@erewash-partnership.com
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https://www.facebook.com/erewashpart/
https://twitter.com/erewashpart
https://www.linkedin.com/company/erewash-partnership-limited/


 

 
 
 

 
Registered Office: Castledine House, 5 Heanor Road, Ilkeston, Derbyshire DE7 8DY. 

Registered in England & Wales - a company limited by guarantee. No. 2924693 
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