
  

  

   

Friday 10th March 2023 

Dear  

Welcome to this week’s newsletter, we hope you find it informative.  If you have 

anything you would like to include in a future newsletter, please do let me know.   

If you require business support, grant advice or guidance please do not hesitate 

to get in touch via email: help@erewash-partnership.com 

If you have a good news story or offer you would like to share and promote with 

fellow members please do get in touch.  Likewise, if you would like to feature in 

our new ‘Sponsor Spotlight’ section please contact Lottie.  

 

 

   

 

Boost for Erewash manufacturing 

Erewash manufacturing businesses are encouraged to apply for Erewash Borough 

Council’s new Research and Development (R&D) Grant Scheme, starting later this 

month. 

The scheme is one of a number of projects being rolled out by the council over 

the next two years following a successful bid to the Government’s Shared 

Prosperity Fund. 

The new R&D grants are designed to support local small and medium enterprises 

in developing and piloting new products or services to help improve their 

businesses. Erewash based businesses are able to apply for grants from £5,000 

mailto:help@erewash-partnership.com
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up to £20,000 and are required to provide 33% of match-funding for the projects. 

Further information about the grants will be available soon. 

Erewash Partnership can provide support with funding applications to 

those businesses wishing to apply.  Further information to follow.  

Shared Prosperity Fund: 

The UK Shared Prosperity Fund is a central pillar of the UK government’s Levelling 

Up agenda and provides £2.6 billion of funding for local investment by March 

2025. The Fund aims to improve pride in place and increase life chances across 

the UK investing in communities and place, supporting local business, and people 

and skills. 

 

Should you be getting Business Rates Relief? 

Who can claim, and how to get the discounts. 

You may have spotted in the news that business rates are going up from 1 April 

2023. (The business rates year is from 1 April to 31 March the following year.) 

A review of business rates - called a ‘revaluation’ happens every few years, when 

the Valuation Office Agency (VOA) updates the rateable values of all business 

and other non-domestic properties in England and Wales. (Previously the 

revaluation has happened every 5 years but discussions are ongoing about 

whether this needs to happen more frequently.) 

The updates reflect changes in the property market, as well as changes that have 

occurred across different business sectors and different parts of the UK. 

 

If your business occupies a rental property, you or your landlord may have 

received a letter from Inland Revenue to inform you about the changes you can 

expect. (Don't worry if you haven't, as all the information is available on the 

government website). 

Revaluing properties helps to ensure the bills you pay for business rates are 

based on up-to-date information, and also helps to redistribute the amount paid 

in business rates more fairly. 

But the changes coming into effect in April 2023 will mean that some businesses 

have to pay more. 

You may find it helpful to read this free resource from Smarta about calculating 

your business rates. 

https://smarta.com/news/business-rates-from-1-april-2023?__hstc=188018999.d19c4552243c0b334fe123f696711301.1677576765644.1677576765644.1678464061452.2&__hssc=188018999.1.1678464061452&__hsfp=273819981
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https://smarta.com/advice/calculating-your-business-rates?__hstc=188018999.d19c4552243c0b334fe123f696711301.1677576765644.1677576765644.1678464061452.2&__hssc=188018999.1.1678464061452&__hsfp=273819981


If you’re worried about covering the bills for your small business, you may be able 

to get a discount from your local council known as business rates relief.  

In most cases, you won’t need to do anything, and your bill will be updated 

automatically after the revaluation. But to help you prepare for the changes, 

we’re here to explain what relief is available and how to check your eligibility. 

 

You can use this online service to find the ‘rateable value’ of a property in 

England or Wales. 

Small business rate relief 

You can get small business rate relief if the property used for your business has 

a rateable value of less than £15,000. If that’s a YES for you, your first step is 

to contact your local council to apply for small business rate relief. 

You don’t have to pay business rates on a property with a rateable value of 

£12,000 or less. 

For properties with a rateable value of £12,001 to £15,000, the rate of relief will 

go down gradually from 100% to 0%. 

If you don’t qualify for Small Business Rates Relief (for example, if the value of 

your property is higher than £15,000) you may be entitled to other forms of 

business rates relief. 

Transitional Relief 

Transitional relief is all about gradually phasing in the changes that will come 

into effect as a result of the latest revaluation. The increased costs to business 

will go up in stages over the next few years. 

The Transitional Relief (TR) scheme puts an upper limit (referred to a “cap”) on 

the amount that a Business Rates bill can go up in a single year, to make it easier 

for businesses to cope with the increases. The cap is set at: 

5% increase for small businesses 

15% for medium businesses 

30% for large businesses 

The TR scheme is funded by the Exchequer and is expected to benefit 700,000 

payers over the next 3 years. From the 2023 to 2024 tax year you’ll get 

transitional relief if your business property is in England and your rates go up by 

more than a certain amount. 

You don’t need to do anything in order to benefit from the TR scheme. Your 

council should automatically adjust your bill. You will stop getting transitional 

relief when your bill reaches the full amount set by a revaluation. 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-business-rate-relief/
https://www.gov.uk/find-business-rates
https://www.gov.uk/introduction-to-business-rates/how-your-rates-are-calculated
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-business-rate-relief/transitional-relief


 

 

EPL Events  

 

Emergency First Aid at Work and  

First Aid for Mental Health Training  

 

We are pleased to announce we have another schedule of Emergency First Aid at 

work courses to offer you this year.  We are also able to offer; First Aid for Mental 

Health courses this year, which proved popular in the past, both will be run by 

EPL member FKR Consulting.  The First Aid courses were extremely popular last 

year and we already have places secured on our First Aid course in April.  

We have various dates on offer for both courses.  You can book on directly via the 

link provided.  

First Aid: 

All learners will have the skills and knowledge to provide the organisation with 

Emergency First Aid that can provide treatment to their casualties in a prompt, 

safe and effective manner. 

A range of subjects are covered including; 

• Responsibilities and reporting • Resuscitation and AED awareness • Burns • 
Assessment of the situation • Anatomy • Choking • Dealing with an unresponsive 

casualty • Minor injuries • Epilepsy • Basic hygiene in First Aid • Bleeding control 
• Shock 
 

The training is for a full day 9.30am – 4.30pm. 

Dates on offer are: 

Monday 24th April – Ilkeston – ONLY A FEW PLACES REMAINING 

Tuesday 8th August – Ilkeston  

Monday 21st November – Ilkeston 

 



First Aid for Mental Health: 

Each year approximately 1 in 4 people in the UK will experience a mental health 

condition and at least 1 in 6 employees experience common mental health 

problems in the workplace. Research has shown that work is the biggest cause of 

stress which can stop people performing at their best. Mental health conditions 

are often hidden due to stigma and fear of discrimination and research has shown 

that a culture of fear and silence around mental health is costly to employers. The 

HSE guidance ‘First aid needs assessment’ refers to mental health in the 

workplace. 

Learners will know how to recognise and manage stress and understand the 
impact of substance abuse. They will learn about the first aid action plan for 

mental health, be able to put it in place and know how to implement a positive 
mental health culture in the workplace. 

Learners will not diagnose or treat mental health conditions as this can only be 

carried out by healthcare professionals but will gain the knowledge to identify 
when a person may have a condition and know where they can go to get help. 

Dates on offer are: 

Tuesday 16th May – Ilkeston  

Monday 11th November – Ilkeston  

Click here for further information and to book your place.  

 

Workshop dates for business start-ups  

Erewash Partnership Ltd 

 

Sign up for our next virtual start-up workshops. 

‘Introduction to Sales and Marketing’ which will be held on Thursday 16th 

March 4-5pm via MS Teams. 

Join us to consider how to attract your target customer by designing an effective 

sales and marketing strategy.  Learn about key aspects of sales & marketing and 

how to implement them in your new business to identify, anticipate and satisfy 

customer needs profitably. We will share how to use strategies such as the 

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/business-network/business-events/


marketing 5P’s, to carry out effective marketing research that tells you key 

information such as what products customers want, how much they want to pay 

for it and where they want to buy it from. 

‘Starting to Manage Business Finance’ – will be held on Thursday 27th 

April 4-5pm via MS Teams 

We will cover the basics of business finance to enable you to manage the day-to-

day operations of your new business.  

This session will cover:- 

• Self-Assessment 

• Record keeping 

• Allowable business expenses 

• Simplified expenses 

• Cash flow forecasting tips 

• Pricing strategies 

The workshops are FREE of charge and the link to join via MS Teams will be sent 
out once registered. 

Trainer – Kerry Ireland, Business Adviser, EPL 

Follow this link to book your FREE places.  

 

Derbyshire Manufacturing Network 

March 21st 8am – 9.30am  

University of Derby Enterprise Centre  

The Derbyshire Manufacturing Network forms part of the umbrella East Midlands 

Manufacturing Network which is led by East Midlands Chamber. It unites local 

manufacturers, enabling members to harness the cross-industry, business, 

engineering and manufacturing knowledge necessary to evolve and expand. 

The agenda for their next meeting on 21st March is as follows: 

• Opening address from the Derbyshire Network Vice Chair 

• Update from Make UK, Charlotte Horobin, Regional Director 

• Open debate – members’ challenges & concerns, and peer support is on offer 

You can book your place here.  

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/business-network/business-events/
https://www.emc-dnl.co.uk/events/derbyshire_manufacturing_network_meeting3785125612/


For further information please contact Amy Kopyrko on tel: 0333 3200333 or 

email Amy.kopyrko@emc-dnl.co.uk 

 

 
 

Workpays  

Multiply Programme 

 

Workpays have been in touch to see if the The Partnership network can help 

them.   

 

Multiply is the Government’s new £560 million programme to help transform the 

lives of hundreds of thousands of adults across the UK.  They have two 

programmes they are looking for support with, Lot 2 and Lot 3.  Further details 

are below.  For further information please contact Sally Ann Sendall, Regional 

Operations Director email: sally.sendall@workpays.co.uk or 

www.workpays.co.uk  

Lot 2 - they need employers with vacancies.  They will then recruit potential 

candidates from the local JCP’s, other referral partners and communities.  From 

here they will form a cohort to deliver a sector specific qualification relative to the 

vacancies, alongside numeracy skills relatable to the positions. They will also offer 

the basic employability skills needed to optimise the chances of success at 

interview – which the employer will come in and carry out at the end of the 2 

week course. The course will be delivered face to face in a venue local to the 

employer’s location.  

Lot 3 – they are looking for employers who will support the upskilling of their 

employees with numeracy confidence, as a stepping stone to enable them to 

move forwards and complete a Functional Skills maths qualification. The eligibility 

for the employees is simply that they don’t already have a maths qualification at 

either GCSE Grade C/4 or Functional Skills Level 2.  The delivery model for this is 

very flexible, and can be adapted to meet the needs of both employer and 

employee. We can deliver face to face on site, we can hold virtual classrooms via 

Microsoft Teams and we can provide online ‘homework’ through the BKSB 

platform.  

mailto:0333%203200333
mailto:Amy.kopyrko@emc-dnl.co.uk
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Ideally, they need 6 employers to work with; 3 for Lot 2 and 3 for Lot 3.  Please 

contact Sally Ann Sendell for further information.  

 

 

 

Amber Valley Business Networking 

 

The next event will take place on 12th April 2023 at 7.30am – 9.30am at Alfreton 

Golf Club, Wingfield Rd, Alfreton DE55 7LH. 

Mike Walton – Fix Your Mind 

An Introduction to the Unconscious Mind 

How our Uncertain Filters determine our behaviour and results, both personal and 

professionally. 

The cost is £15 per person (includes breakfast). 

You can book your place here.   

 
 

 

 

Erewash Borough Council Updates 

 

Business Support – Golden Hello Scheme  

Businesses will be encouraged to set-up shop in vacant retail units in Ilkeston and 

Long Eaton through a new Golden Hello grant scheme. 

The scheme is one of a number of projects being rolled out by Erewash Borough 

Council over the next two years following a successful bid for a share of the 

Government’s Shared Prosperity Fund to invest in our communities. 

https://ambervalley-business-networking.co.uk/meeting-booking/


The project, set to launch this summer, will provide grants of up to £2,000 for 

new or existing businesses occupying empty shops to help pay for quality signage 

and other shop front improvements with the purpose of: 

• Bringing empty shops back into use; 

• Supporting businesses by helping to pay for essential set-up costs; 

• Improving business viability by enhancing their ‘shop appeal’; 

• Improving the look and feel of Ilkeston and Long Eaton town centres. 

• Support with a marketing strategy 

 

Funding for Bennerley Viaduct 

A project to establish options to improve access at Bennerley Viaduct will be 

funded by Erewash Borough Council. 

The Bennerley Viaduct Study is one of a number of projects being rolled out by 

the council over the next two years following a successful bid to the Government’s 

£2.8m Shared Prosperity Fund. 

Scheduled for 2024, the funding will support the relevant feasibility studies and 

the resulting project for the Erewash landmark – a tourist attraction in Ilkeston. 

 

Funding boost for community groups  

A new grants scheme looks sets to be launched by Erewash Borough Council 

which will see community groups able to apply for a share of £80,000 of funding. 

The Community Grants scheme is just one of a number of Shared Prosperity Fund 

– Investing in our Communities projects that will be launched over the next two 

years. The projects have been made possible following a successful bid to the 

Government’s Shared Prosperity Fund. Council Executive approved receipt of the 

£2.8m Shared Prosperity Fund funding pot at a meeting on 21 February.  

The community grants scheme, which will go ahead later this year, would aim to 

fund at least 24 Erewash-based organisations and increase community 

engagement in the borough. Groups will be able to apply for a share of £40,000 

per year over two years.  Council Executive is set to approve a new grants policy 

in June. 



 

Community shuttle for Bath Street 

A community shuttle that will carry passengers around Ilkeston town centre looks 

set to be an electric eight-seater minibus with additional capacity for wheelchair 

access. 

The community shuttle is just one of a number of projects that will be funded 

through the council’s £2.8 million share of the Government’s UK Shared 

Prosperity Fund. The shuttle would operate regularly throughout the day on a trial 

basis. It is hoped that it would also take passengers to other attractions in the 

town such as Victoria Park, Erewash Museum and the planned new nature reserve 

at the former Pewit Golf Course. 

 

To view all of EBC’s press releases in full please follow this link.  

 

D2N2 Growth Hub  

 

 

University of Derby – Help to Grow Programme 

The next cohort is now open for enrolment. 

Help to Grow is open to managers and business leaders, helping to boost business 

performance, resilience and long-term growth. The 12-week course is designed to 

be completed alongside full-time work.  With 90% funding from the Government, 

the fee payable by participants is just £750. There are no geographical 

restrictions, but some of the workshops are delivered face to face in the 

Derbyshire area. 

The next Cohort starts on Tuesday 25th April 2023, you can register 

here: Derby EM Cohort 18 - Small Business Charter.  

See how Help to Grow has helped previous participants here:   Help to Grow: 

Management - University of Derby  

 

Events: 

The D2N2 Growth Hub are pleased to announce the return of face-to-face 

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/news/
https://smallbusinesscharter.org/h2gmcourse/derby-em-cohort-18/
https://www.derby.ac.uk/business-services/help-to-grow-management-programme/
https://www.derby.ac.uk/business-services/help-to-grow-management-programme/


delivery. Their upcoming events programme is listed in the link below, and can be 

booked directly. 

Growth Hub events. 

 

 

  

New Members & Member Renewals 

EPL would like to thank those members listed below for their continued support, 

who have recently renewed their subscriptions.   

Member renewals:   

• Friesland School  

• Jaysons Pharmacy 

• Midland Wiper Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 

• Pictorial Ltd   

 

 

Making it easier to find each other 

 

We STILL require your main core services to enable an enhanced search 

facility of your business on our members directory.  This means people 

will be able to find you a lot easier from the tags that you send over.  

As part of our ongoing efforts to increase opportunities within our network, we 

have been improving the Members' Directory on the website to allow more ways 

of finding businesses, that may be of benefit to you. 

https://www.d2n2growthhub.co.uk/events/
https://www.erewash-partnership.com/business-network/members-directory/


So far, we have added an enhanced organic search area and we are also in the 

process of preparing a services-based tag cloud feature. Our plan is to put this 

live in the New Year and we need your input to help realise its potential. 

What we need from you is between three and five core services, your business 

can provide. For example: If you are a solicitor you might use 'Employment Law, 

Wills and Probate, Conveyancing, Planning Law, Personal Injury'. Try to keep the 

service terms short, simple, and restricted to letters and numbers, avoiding 

special characters and punctuation marks.    

Please send an email entitled 'Members Directory Services' (along with your 

company name) containing your chosen service terms to help@erewash-

partnership.com  

 

 

Start-up Support at Erewash Partnership Ltd 

 

If you are thinking of starting a new business venture, we can provide information 

and advice on every aspect of running a business, including business start-up, 

survival, virtual office solutions, success and growth. 

For more information visit https://www.erewash-partnership.com/startup, 

call 0115 9468839 or email lottie@erewash-partnership.com 

 

 

Testimonials  

EPL are keen to further promote our services and membership offer out to 

businesses across the region, we would welcome any testimonials from our 

current members that we could add to our website. 

Please email them over to:-  

help@erewash-partnership.com 

mailto:help@erewash-partnership.com
mailto:help@erewash-partnership.com
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With thanks. 

 

 

EPL Membership 

To find out more about the benefits of becoming a member of Erewash 

Partnership and what's involved please visit our website 

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/business-network/become-a-

member/ or give us a call on tel: 0115 9468839 to arrange an appointment to 

discuss further. 

  
 

 

          
 

Erewash Partnership Ltd is a not-for-profit Company and Approved Local Enterprise 

Agency. 

 

Sponsors: AB Components - Alka IT Services Ltd. - Alliance Group Solutions Ltd. - Bly & 
Son Classic Cars - Clegg Group - Colson - Derbyshire County Council - Erewash Borough 
Council - G&VA Pitts MOT Centre - Intelligent Financial Advice – Hello People Solutions - 
IRW Groundworks - Larklands Body & Paint Centre - Millitec Food Systems Ltd. - Morley 

Hayes - Rayden Engineering Ltd. - Ready4Retail - Ron Brooks Group - Routen Chaplin 
Insurance - Saint-Gobain PAM UK Ltd. - TecQuipment Ltd. - Vauxhall Repair Centre 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Registered Office: Bridge House, Derby Road, Long Eaton, NG10 1NL 

Headquarters: Toll Bar House, Derby Road, Ilkeston, Derbyshire DE7 5FH 

Registered in England & Wales - a company limited by guarantee. No. 2924693 
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