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Dear  

 
 

 

EPL Member Update – 18th December 2020 
 

 

Please find below this week’s member update.  
 

If you require business support, grant advice and guidance please do not hesitate 
to get in touch via Email: help@erewash-partnership.com  

We hope all our members and partners are continuing to keep safe and well.   

 
 

 

 
Erewash Partnership welcomes new Chair – Bev Crighton 
 
 
A university academic specialising in business has 

been elected as the new chair of enterprise agency 
Erewash Partnership. 

Bev Crighton, who is a senior lecturer in business 
management at the University of Derby specialising 

in human resources and development, was chosen 
by the board of directors which she joined in 2015, 

although she had worked with the Partnership 
before that. 
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As well as being the first person not actively working in a local business to take 
on the post she is also the first woman to head the Partnership in its 26-year 

history. 

The Partnership helps people start business and nurtures them through the 
difficult early phases and continues to support them when established with advice 

and practical support which it has adapted through the Covid-19 pandemic. It is 
headquartered in Long Eaton and has managed work spaces in the town and 

Ilkeston 

“I’m very excited that my colleagues on the board had the confidence to confer 
this role on me at a difficult time,” said Bev. 

“The Partnership was set up to regenerate the local economy after it had suffered 
big losses of traditional industries and skills. It has done a great job over the 

years but now with this virus is facing new challenges to help businesses. 

“But the hard work that the Partnership is doing – while not being able to do 
some traditional activities – is helping to turn problems for individuals and 

businesses into new opportunities.” 

Bev began her career in banking and after reaching managerial level worked for a 
major newspaper group for 20 years including in human resources and 

development. She worked in education management and as a lecturer in the 
private sector before joining the university 11 years ago. 

In her new role Bev is keen to introduce innovative ideas that she has picked up 

from working with other boards. She would like to introduce a graduate member 
scheme with students that have started businesses to inject new ideas. 

“As the chair I would expect to network on behalf of the Partnership and raise the 
profile as far as that is possible,” she said. 

Bev has taken over from Ian Hopkinson, of Derwent Analytics, who was chair for 

the past four years. He has now retired and moved to Lincolnshire. 

The new vice-chair of the Partnership is Richard Ledger, managing director of 
Draycott-based Millitec, which designs and manufactures machinery for the food 

industry and exports across the world. He is also chair of Long Eaton Town Board, 
which is shaping an investment plan for the town in the hope of winning 

substantial Government funding. 

 Bev said: “I am delighted that Richard, who is very experienced at running a 
business, will be working in tandem with me to drive the Partnership forward to 
help business and boost the area’s aspirations. 



“We have a small hard-working team, well-led on a daily basis for 26 years by 
chief executive Ian Viles, but we punch above our weight and will continue to do 

so.” 

 

 
 
Erewash Borough Council – Media releases 
 
 
1) Tier 3 for Erewash  
Erewash will remain in the Very High Alert Tier 3 restrictions 
from 17 December, the government confirmed. 

The borough will join the rest of the county as Derbyshire 

continues to face the toughest restrictions across the festive 
period in a bid to combat high levels of infections and ward off further spikes in 

the virus. It was placed into the highest tier when the national lockdown ended on 
2 December. 

It means that bars, pubs, cafes and restaurants remain closed but can provide 
takeaways or a delivery service. Indoor entertainment venues like bingo halls, 

bowling alleys and cinemas, along with tourist attractions must also close, with 
some exceptions.   

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/tier-3-for-erewash/  

 
2) Paying out business grants  
The roll-out of the latest support grants is continuing, with nearly £680,000 in 

total so far paid out to more than 500 businesses in Erewash hit by the financial 
impact of the pandemic. 

The council is working flat-out to process applications and get the money into the 

bank accounts of businesses as quickly as possible. 

Since the start of the pandemic in March, nearly £21m of support in total has 
been awarded to businesses in the borough and a further £1m in discretionary 

grants to small businesses not eligible for other support – with that total now 
increasing daily as the council pays out the latest government-funded grants. 

The latest grants cover businesses affected by the recent national lockdown that 

ended on the 2 December and those that had to close or remained open but 
suffered serious financial impact under Tier 2 and Tier 3 restrictions. 

In addition, applications have opened giving businesses that do not pay business 
rates the opportunity to apply for an Additional Restrictions Grant. This is aimed 

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/tier-3-for-erewash/


at micro and small businesses in Erewash that have not previously been eligible 
for COVID-19 support. 

Details of all the grants available can be found at www.erewash.gov.uk and 

businesses are advised to register for a My Erewash business account at the 
website where full details of the grants’ criteria and online application forms are 

available. 

3) Derbyshire County Council Food Voucher Scheme 
Erewash Borough Council is backing a scheme that will help ensure that no child 

in Erewash goes hungry this Christmas.  

Food vouchers will be sent to families of children across the borough who are 
eligible for benefits-related free school meals. The food voucher scheme has also 
been extended to families of pre-schoolchildren, aged 2 to 4 years, who are 

suffering financial hardship and young people leaving local authority care.  

The £30 electronic vouchers, distributed by the County Council, are being sent to 
parents by email or text this week and are part of a series of measures to support 

local people most in need during the ongoing pandemic. 

The funding will help to provide food and other household essentials to children 
during the Christmas holidays. The funding is over and above money already 

provided to support food banks and other schemes that work to alleviate poverty 
in local communities. 
 

For more information on the voucher scheme visit Food vouchers for children in 
Derbyshire - Derbyshire County Council  

 
 
 

 
Chancellor extends furlough and loan schemes  
 
 

The furlough scheme has been extended until the end of April 2021 with the 
government continuing to contribute 80% towards wages – giving businesses and 
employees across the UK certainty into the New Year, the Chancellor announced 

on 17th December.  
 

• certainty for millions of jobs and businesses as furlough scheme extended until 
the end of April 2021 

• businesses struggling will have now until the end of March to access 

government generous loan schemes 
• Chancellor also confirmed that the Budget will be on the 3 March and set out 

the next phase of the plan to tackle the virus and protect jobs 

http://www.erewash.gov.uk/
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/community/lottery-funding/covid-19-winter-grants/food-vouchers/food-vouchers-for-children-in-derbyshire.aspx
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In a move to ensure firms can access the support they need through continuing 
economic disruption, Rishi Sunak also confirmed he would be extending the 

government-guaranteed Covid-19 business loan schemes until the end of March. 

For further information https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-

extends-furlough-and-loan-schemes  

 

 

 
 EPL member ‘Midland Parrots’ wings it way to growth  
 
 

Midland Parrots who specialise in selling parrots has spread its wings to an 
adjoining property massively increasing its sales and storage areas. 

Midland Parrots, which has been perched in James Street, Coalville, for four 

years, has now extended into a former computer sales and repairs shop on the 
junction of James Street with Belvoir Road, the town’s main shopping 
thoroughfare. 

This expansion means the shop has grown from 10 sq metres to 50 square 
metres giving it more room for displaying goods and storage as well as better 
exposure in the town centre. 

The shop run sells more than 1,000 different items – everything from ‘beef 

sausages’ for dogs costing 20p up to parrots costing more than £3,000 each. 

The shop specialises in selling parrots, budgies and finches, small animals such as 
rabbits and guinea pigs and reptiles such as tortoises, snakes and bearded 

dragons. 

It also sells pet food, treats and toys, cages, bedding, health and medical items 
and accessories. 

The business has customers from a wide area. Normally, without the Covid-19 

pandemic restrictions, it attracts pet lovers from across the country including as 
far as the Isle of Wight. Such is its reputation it also sends products to customers 
across Europe, America and even Australia. 

For business owner Bob McClumpha and co-director Heather Wright the 
expansion is a £25,000 investment and a new start. 

The full news release can be viewed via our website -  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-extends-furlough-and-loan-schemes
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-extends-furlough-and-loan-schemes


https://www.erewash-partnership.com/popular-pet-shop-wings-its-way-to-
growth-with-move-next-door-to-busy-high-street/ 

 
 
 

 

Member Renewals  
 
 
We would like to thank the members listed below who have renewed their 

membership this week:- 
 

 
Membership Renewals: 
 

• Derventio Housing Trust  

• Ultra Clean  
 
 

 
 

Testimonials  
 

 

EPL want to further promote our services and membership offer out to businesses 
across the region, we would welcome any testimonials from our current members 
that we could add to our new website. 

 
Please email them over to help@erewash-partnership.com. 

 
With thanks. 

 
 
 

 
Member news/offers section on our new website 
 
 

News/member offers 

If you have some news or a member offer you would like to share with fellow EPL 
members, please get in touch, and we can promote it for you.  We are currently 
looking at developing a ‘Members’ section on our website which will be for 

member offers etc – this should be completed next week!  
 

Events 

https://www.erewash-partnership.com/popular-pet-shop-wings-its-way-to-growth-with-move-next-door-to-busy-high-street/
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Are you running any events or webinars? We can publicise these for you on our 
website’s event page.  Please do get in touch for further information.  

 
Email: lottie@erewash-partnership.com  

 
 

 

 

EPL Membership  
 

 
To find out more about the benefits of becoming a member of Erewash 

Partnership and what’s involved please visit our website https://www.erewash-
partnership.com/business-network/become-a-member/ or give us a call on  

tel: 0115 9468839 to arrange an appointment to discuss further.  
 

 
 

Erewash Partnership Ltd is a not-for-profit Company and Approved Local Enterprise Agency.   

   

Sponsors: Alka IT Services Ltd. - Alliance Group Solutions Ltd - Clegg Group - Colson - Derbyshire County Council  - Erewash Borough Council – 

Harlequin BPI – Larklands Body & Paint Centre - Morley Hayes - Pidcock Motorcycles - Rayden Engineering Ltd - Ron Brooks Group - Routen 

Chaplin - Saint-Gobain PAM UK Ltd. - TecQuipment Ltd - Trent Barton - Vauxhall Repair Centre  

 
Registered Office: Castledine House, 5 Heanor Road, Ilkeston, Derbyshire DE7 8DY. Registered in England & Wales - a company limited by 

guarantee. No. 2924693 
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