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EPL Member Update April 1st 2020 
 
 
 

Please find below a series of updates and information that you may find useful 
during these uncertain times.  
 

 
Information for Self-Employed Limited Company Directors 

If you're a self-employed limited company director, it has been confirmed from 
the Treasury that limited company directors, even if they're the only employee, 
can furlough their PAYE income - ie get 80% of salary up to £2,500/month. This 

isn't likely to be huge as most earn more via dividends (and there's no help 
there), but it's something, and you can combine it with universal credit. 

Technically you can't then work for the firm, but you can continue to perform 
your statutory director's obligations, eg official legal filings. More in limited 

company help. 
 
 

 
Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) 

Key message to SMEs is that if you think that you might need to access CBILS, 
act now. 

• SMEs have to first try to secure a commercial loan, overdraft or other forms of 
finance. Logical first step is to talk to the SMEs bank. This same bank may also 

be capable of providing a CBIL. 

• CBILS only applicable if all other financing unavailable. 

• CBILS are loans and not grants and will require repayment including interest. 

• CBILS are arranged and provided by high street banks and accredited lenders. 
They apply the usual banking criteria to assess suitability of SME for financing. 

https://click.email3.moneysavingexpert.com/?qs=190481ebf58353b1d2c4c648119724c1db32eb55939e8e52d4d01043416c28677500a1c5bfbb693647bf6f13cd7117aaa3d53fb4cfc61a54
https://click.email3.moneysavingexpert.com/?qs=190481ebf58353b1e8dad36fe9c9f5cc402ca2da1fe7d106c6c8c73fe2cbcd57a7ce515f2756fbd33032d670b902ceea61f6a3dbffe4c87c
https://click.email3.moneysavingexpert.com/?qs=190481ebf58353b1e8dad36fe9c9f5cc402ca2da1fe7d106c6c8c73fe2cbcd57a7ce515f2756fbd33032d670b902ceea61f6a3dbffe4c87c


Banks set interest rates and other terms and conditions. The provision of a 
guarantee from the Government does not necessarily mean that a loan will be 

provided. 

• SMEs need to put together comprehensive finance pack for banks including 
accounts and cash flow projections for next 6 to 9 months. SMEs need to 

demonstrate that the SME was financially viable at December 2019.  

• More details on CBILS available on various websites including British Business 
Bank. 

 

 

 
Fellow member Shona Neish of Neish Consultancy will be offering coaching calls 
this week free of charge to anyone who needs the environment of space, 

questions and no judgement to help work through some difficult situations.  

Email her at:  Shona@Neishconsultancy.co.uk   
 
 
 

 

 

COVID-19 PROTECT MESSAGES - Tuesday 31 March 2020 

 
This advice has been collated by EMSOU and is intended for wider distribution 

within the East Midlands Region to raise awareness among businesses and the 
public. 

 
Advice and information is changing daily as we navigate our way through the 
COVID- 19 pandemic, so please ensure you only take information from 
reputable sources. 

 

If you require any further information, assistance or guidance please contact the 
EMSOU Protect Team E: Emsou2@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk or your local Force 
protect team. 

 
Today’s topic is genuine vs FAKE news. 

 

mailto:Shona@Neishconsultancy.co.uk
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There has been a lot of ‘noise’ in the press and on social media about scams and 
advice being offered from all sources, some of which appear to be dubious. 

 
Reliable sources of information are: National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), 

Action Fraud and your regional or force Protect teams. 

 
Genuine or fake news? Speculation or legitimate advice? 

 

Popular video chat and gaming app Houseparty has reportedly had an 

astronomical uptake in the weeks since coronavirus became a worldwide 

threat. In just six days it jumped from number 1,143 on Apple's App Store in 

New Zealand to first place. (NewsHub). 

 
Some users began to point out that when they delete the app they have to 

input their password to complete deactivation (unconfirmed). Since this 

became a hot topic of conversation, a number of (unsubstantiated) reports 

began surfacing from users that their accounts on other social media 

platforms (Instagram, Twitter, Spotify and Netflix) were experiencing 

suspicious logins from unrecognised IP addresses or devices. 

 
In response, the creators of Houseparty have offered $1m reward to unmask 

those behind the smear campaign. (ZdNet.com). 

 

Want to share the above? STOP and THINK. Is this a real security issue, or 

is it just fake news? 

 
Until official confirmation that this is a genuine threat, we will not be 
offering any advice in order to avoid spreading misinformation and 

‘noise’. 
 

An increasing number of mobile threats - in the form of apps - have appeared 

and are taking advantage of the coronavirus pandemic. These include the 

dangerous Cerberus and Anubis Android banking Trojans. These apps infect 

devices and steal financial information. 

 

Latest reports from Action Fraud highlight some of the current fraud 

reports and we can expect to see more of these types of scams over the 

coming weeks: 

 

 Fraudsters impersonating banks to discuss the government COVID-19 
Business Interruption Loans. 

 Veterinary surgery bought a fake respirator. 

 Fraudsters are targeting users working from home to invest in bitcoin. 



 Sites promoting fake coronavirus information apps. 

 On line shopping scams featuring protective face masks, hand sanitiser etc. 
which never arrived. 

 Selling fake COVID-19 testing or treatment kits. 

 Parents in receipt of free school meals targeted by fraudsters with the 
message: 'If your child is entitled to free school meals send your bank details 
to the school and they will help with funding while the school is closed.' 

 
For more advice on how to stop fraud visit the #Take5 site recommended by 

Action Fraud 

 

 
 
Reporting is CRUCIAL. If you think you’ve been a victim of fraud report this to Action Fraud either 
online at or by calling 0300 123 2040. 

 

 

 
 

 
Derbyshire Health and Social Care is facing an unprecedented surge in 

demand amidst COVID-19 pandemic and are asking local organisations and 

businesses whether their teams can help bolster the temporary health and 
social care workforce. More information can be found at: 
https://joinedupcareers.co.uk/news/news/new-staff-needed-health-and-care-roles-during-
covid-19 
 

https://takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/advice/general-advice/


 
 

 

 
The Partnership would like to gather feedback from local businesses about 

the impact of COVID-19 – please let us know brief details of any problems 
/ impact that you are experiencing. We will feed this intelligence through 

to Growth Hub, Local Government partners and Maggie Throup MP. 
 

If you can offer specific support for fellow members, please let us know 
and we will be happy to post information on the news section of our 

website. 
 

  
 



Ian Viles FRSA 
Chief Executive 

 

EPL Membership  
 
To find out more about the benefits of becoming a member of Erewash 

Partnership and what’s involved please visit our website http://www.erewash-
partnership.com/index.php/getting-involved or give us a call on  
tel: 0115 9468839 to arrange an appointment to discuss further.  

 
Erewash Partnership Ltd is a not-for-profit Company and Approved Local Enterprise Agency.   

   

Sponsors: Alka IT Services Ltd. – Alliance Group Solutions Ltd - Clegg Group – Colson - Derbyshire County Council  - Erewash Borough Council – 

Harlequin BPI – Larklands Body & Paint Centre - Morley Hayes – Pidcock Motorcycles - Rayden Engineering Ltd - Ron Brooks Group - Routen 

Chaplin - Saint-Gobain PAM UK Ltd. - TecQuipment Ltd – Trent Barton – Vauxhall Repair Centre  

 
Registered Office: Castledine House, 5 Heanor Road, Ilkeston, Derbyshire DE7 8DY. Registered in England & Wales - a company limited by 

guarantee. No. 2924693 
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